URFORDILHOLLY is Allantas own' :
Chnstmaa greenery i ‘ !
’P{urserymen say that this. handsome

‘| plant, which Was “born” in{Atlanta less
lhan 65 years ‘ago, js fast
p Sculh s mosl popular shrub

lll ls named for Thnmas W Burford,’ . thoughit has not been pruned in mo
an Enghshman who came lo the South
:He either dnscovered or
xorlgma!ed the plant and began propa-
ﬂhng‘ it soon after hls,arﬂval in Atlan-

His holly now grows m abundance
all over fhe South and is galmng in pop-
T ularjty lhroughou( the rest of the United

“'I'he m“llnnc of plarits of Burrnrdl hol-
ly around our hornes and bu

grandchlldren of the
onglnal bush which is juSl iinside’ the .-
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HerbertJM Foster, 2713 Spnngdule Road, Eusr Point, hungs q
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gates'of Wcslvlew Cemetery ¥ says G. S.
Lilly, who knew and worked with Mr.

-Westview.
ecomxné the The parent plant could better be called

a tree now, as it is about 40x40 feel. All-

than 10 years, ‘this original bush w
;Anmmed for a number of years .
lhousands of cullmge were taken rrom
For this reason, the ‘miother shrub pro
‘ably has children ;which have outgrow
' her. 'Several ol‘_lhese can be foun
the cemetery. ! Others are: in Virgin
G and Tenneéssee ‘where some of the OILI
“inator's Tew friénds took cullmgs befor
the turn-of the century. ! 1
"“Mr Burford was an eccentric Epg-
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Burford and 1S. now head gardener | E82

hshman who dld not have a. relative T-‘v
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lhlicounlx]y "said Mr. Lilly. “I <uppuse
1 knew him as well as anyone living to-
day, but, he always managed to evade
questions about himself or. the holly that
was named 'for him.. He was unmar-
ried_ and j‘devqted‘ no - time’ to 'making
friends and:little time fo his new holly,
for that mattcr He propagated plants
and set Lhem oul in the cemetery, then

watchcd them nnly to see lhal thcy were
" not plede of sold Our greenhouse did

not sell :my until nlCer he left Westview.
He gave away only a few cuttings and
seemed to! ldke pleasure in rerusxng even
alstem. In ll there are less Lhan 400
of hls plants in the: cemetery and he ;
wor{(ed he”re for more than' 30 years."”
The Enuhshman was head g1rd9ncr at

Westview | rrum around 1886 to 1919. The
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cemelery rccords do not reveal any pic-
tures of him. ‘TI‘hn unconventional man,
who' w‘/ould get a|haircut only 'once .in
ears, was vell-read and claimed

‘(o ha “e been tn cgllege. He had a long
;musla he ! andJa beard and was of ie-
{dium build. He was trained as botamsl
iand loved hxs‘ floers,| which he cared
{tor mulst lenderly Hg: always/ thought
‘much Jmclre ol hi ﬂowers tha’n of his
]holly | _:_'
His home was g
‘on Gordpn Streel
‘scl{ to. ope runm

large lO-room house
but he confined him-
Mr. Lilly remembers
lhls room—a-. group
picture lwhlch in luded[ the- gardener.
Somellmes he woild talk aboul hlmsell
but his conversall n usually ‘contradict-
Jed what]he had sajd previouSly. He did

| 'say repeatedly| hoWwever, that his father
was d gardener for Queen Victoria.




